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As I write this, I’ve just returned from the Michi-
gan Shepherds Weekend in Lansing.  As usual, this 
was a great, reinvigorating experience.  I don’t know 
what the final head count was, but it was in the range 
of 330 participants I think, plus nearly twenty vendors.   
That’s a lot of positive energy.

Cat Urbigkit, editor of The Shepherd, was the 
featured speaker, and spoke on guard dogs.  Honestly, 
that was far more interesting than I expected, as she 
has travelled all over the world researching the topic, 
as well as having significant personal experience in 
Wyoming.

There were a handful of joint sessions as well as 
fifrteen break-out sessions.  These ranged from ses-
sions for beginning shepherds, to marketing, to panel 
discussions such as moving from a small or medium 
size operation to a large one, to wool, to NSIP, to a 
tour of the new sheep facilities at MSU, and even one 
with me sharing about the APSA/ Let’s Grow grant 
and development of FEC EBVs.  And that’s just the 
adult sessions.

The young folks had their own sessions.  A couple 
of these were sheep industry knowledge competitions; 
one was hands-on experience collecting and examin-
ing semen.

APSA Board of Directors

Brett Pharo, President 2017-1
12266 Cherry Ave.
Rapid City, MI  49676
brettpharo@gmail.com  231-322-2017

Mark Meurer, Vice-President   2018-2
1869 Midway Rd.
Ashton, IL  61006
meurer66@gmail.com  815-973-5576

Chris Schauer, Secretary 2017-2
P.O. Box 205
Hettinger, ND  58639
chris_schauer@yahoo.com  701-567-5374

Chris Kaeb,  Treasurer 2018-1
639 N. 1000 E Rd.
Buckley, IL  60918
cakfarm@localline2.com  815-457-2618

Jeremy Refshaw  2018-1
1339 290th St.
Waubun, MN  56589
refshawranch@yahoo.com  218-230-5383

John Anderson  2019-1
10131 Munson Rd.
Shreve, OH  44676
johnwallaceanderson@gmail.com 330-749-9053

Bryce Freking  2019-1
924 35th St.
Ceylon, MN  56121
frekingpolypay@gmail.com  605-310-0733

Kathy Ewert   2019-1
20009 62nd St.
McLouth, KS  66054
kmewert@embarqmail.com  913-796-6044

Open Seat   2017

305 Lincoln St., Wamego, KS 66547  (785) 456-8500  www.polypay.org   asregistry@gmail.com

Continued p.3



Happy New Year:
Changes to Labeling of Feed and Water Medications

Dr. Kathy Ewert, DVM

Effective January 1, 2017, the labels on all medi-
cally important antimicrobial drugs administered in 
or on the feed or water of food-producing animals 
were revised.   One revision eliminated all production 
claims such as improving feed efficiency or increasing 
rate of gain.  Another revision changed the marketing 
status of medically important antimicrobials admin-
istered in/or on feed from over-the-counter (OTC) to 
a new type of prescription called a Veterinary Feed 
Directive (VFD).  Also, the marketing status of medi-
cally important antimicrobials administered in water 
was changed from OTC to prescription (Rx).   At this 
time, the labels of injectable antimicrobials that are 
sold OTC were not changed.  Injectable products will 
still be available OTC, but I expect that to change, too, 
sometime in the future. 

What is a medically important antimicrobial?? 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) defines 
any antimicrobial that is used in human medicine as 
a medically important antimicrobial. The classes of 
medically important antimicrobials and examples of 
those antimicrobials (now known as VFD drugs) that 
are administered in or on the feed or water of food-
producing animals include: aminoglycosides (Neomy-
cin); lincosamides (Lincomycin); macrolides (Tylosin, 
Tilmicosin); penicillins;  streptogramins (Virginiamy-
cin); sulfonamides (sulfadimethoxine); and tetracy-
clines (oxytetracycline, chlortetracycline).  

Even though ionophores are antimicrobials, they 
are exempt from this revision because they are not 
considered important in human medicine. Medicated 
feeds containing an ionophore [such as lasalocid (Bo-
vatec)] will still be available for OTC purchase and 
will not require a VFD. The only time that a VFD will 
be required for an ionophore is if it will be combined 
with a VFD drug and administered in or on the feed. 

From this point forward, if you need a medically 
important antimicrobial that will go in/on feed or in 
the water to prevent, control, or treat a disease for 
which there is a label claim (remember extra-label use 
of medically important antimicrobials in/on feed or 
in water is illegal), you will need to have a veterinar-
ian issue a VFD for a feed medication and write a Rx 

for a water medication.  According to section 504(a)
(1) of the Food Drug &Cosmetic Act, “[a]ny animal 
feed bearing or containing a [VFD] drug shall be fed 
to animals only by or upon a lawful [VFD] issued by 
a licensed veterinarian in the course of the veterinar-
ian’s professional practice.”  In order for a veterinar-
ian to issue a VFD or write a prescription, she/he will 
have to know you, your production facilities, and your 
animals.  In other words, a Veterinary Client Patient 
Relationship (VCPR) will have to exist between you 
and your veterinarian. 

How does the VFD ruling affect sheep producers?  
Let’s use CTC 4 Crumbles as an example.  CTC 4 
Crumbles contain the medically important antimicro-
bial chlortetracycline at 4 g/lb. For sheep, there is a la-
bel claim to reduce the incidence of vibrionic abortion.  
That’s it.  There is no label claim for growth promo-
tion or treatment of bacterial pneumonia in sheep.  As 
of January 1, 2017, use of CTC 4 Crumbles in sheep 
for anything other than reducing the incidence of 
vibrionic abortion is off label, and therefore, illegal.  If 
you have an abortion problem and wish to use CTC 4 
Crumbles in your flock, your veterinarian with whom 
you have established a VCPR will write a VFD.  You 
will take 2 copies of the VFD to your local feed store.  
You can purchase the amount of CTC 4 Crumbles 
listed on the VFD.  You leave one copy of the VFD 
at the feed store and keep one copy in your records 
for a minimum of 2 years. You must follow the direc-
tions for administration of CTC 4 Crumbles exactly as 
they are written on the VFD.  If you need more CTC 4 
Crumbles, your veterinarian must issue another VFD 
or have the number of “refills” listed on the VFD. 

What’s the bottom line?  All production claims for 
all food animals have been removed from the labels of 
medicated feed or water medications.  You will need 
to establish a VCPR with your local veterinarian so 
that she/he can issue a VFD or Rx if they determine 
that the use of a medically important antimicrobial 
in feed or water is justified.  There are only a handful 
of medically important antimicrobials approved for 
administration in the feed or water of sheep.  These 
new regulations will further limit the sheep producer’s 



I think there were eight young (18-35), very 
capable producers that competed in a discussion 
competition with the winner getting a trip to the ASI 
convention in Denver.  There were twelve folks that 
competed in the Make-It-With-Wool competition to 
earn a trip to compete in Denver.

And, of course, there was a great banquet for 
adults plus a pool/pizza party for the youth.  Thou-
sands of dollars was raised for the youth program 
through the annual auction.

All in all, it was another great experience.  Though 
our organization isn’t as large, are there things we 
could adopt for our summer annual meeting and sale?

One topic that seemed to come up in every Q&A, 
in roundtable discussions, and over the dinner tables, 
was the topic of parasite control.  I think our work on 
the genetics of parasite resistance is timely.

We heard reports from our ASI representative, 
from the Let’s Grow coordinator, and our Lamb Board 
representative.  There are certainly problems in the 
American sheep industry that continue to need to be 
addressed.  Half of the lamb consumed in the US is 
imported.  Though a strong dollar is a contributor to 
this, an inconsitent product is a serious problem.  To 
have fresh lamb available year round, many lambs are 
being held too long in the feed lots.  Can Polypays 
help with this seasonal lambing problem?

Another problem is low number of lambs weaned.  
It was stated that Texas, the number one sheep state, 
has a weaning rate of 0.7 lambs per ewe.  Certainly the 
environment there might not support what the upper 
midwest does, but can Polypays help with this prob-
lem?  Our breed has a lot to offer to the industry. 

It was very encouraging to see the numbers of 
young people making the choice to go into sheep 
production as a vocation.  Some are coming home to 
join with parents and/or siblings in operations that are 
expanding to over 1000 ewes.  Others are taking it on 
themselves and shooting for several hundred ewes, 
at least.  The greatest portion of these operations are 
using Polypay sheep, either exclusively or in a cross-
breeding system.  That says a lot about the reputation 
of our breed.  Young producers are excited about our 
industry.  

Indeed, there is a bright future out there for our 
industry and for the Polypay breed, if we make it so.  
Let’s focus on the big picture while taking care of the 
details.  The future is ours to make.  Let’s do it right.
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Advertise
Advertising in the APSA newsletter is available.  

Rates are 
 Full Page:  $85

  7.5”w x 10”h
 Half Page: $45
  7.5”w x 5”h
 Quarter Page:  $25
  7.5”w x 2.5”h
  3.75”w x 5”h
Ads you would like put in the April newsletter 

would need to be sent to brettpharo@gmail.com by 
March 31.

Dues Reminder
Remember,  APSA dues are now due for 2017.

The year you are paid up through is on your 
mailing label.

Bylaws Amendment
A committee has been reviewing the corporate 

bylaws for the last couple years.  They found several 
things that needed to be updated to make the bylaws 
more clear and useful. There were other parts that 
seemed no longer relevent or necessary.  After care-
ful consideration, the committee decided that it would 
be best to amend the bylaws with a complete rewrite.  
The APSA Board voted to accept their proposed 
amendment and present it to the membership.

You will find a copy of the proposed amendment 
enclosed with this newsletter for your review.  Please 
send any comments or questions to a board member.

A ballot will be sent to eligible members in a later 
mailing

ability to treat his/her sheep with feed or water medi-
cations.  It remains to be seen if FDA will consider 
some leniency in extralabel use of certain feed and 
water medications for sheep.

Dr. Kathy Ewert is a veterinarian who has been 
raising Polypay sheep at Notkwyta Ranch, Inc for over 
20 years.  If you have a veterinary question or a topic 
that you would like to see addressed in this newsletter, 
contact Kathy at info@notkwyta.com.
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CALIFORNIA	
Kari	Rose	
Rose	Polypays	
37396	Oak	View	St.	
Burney		96013	
530-356-6498	
kkrose@frontiernet.net	
	
COLORADO	
Billy	&	Helen	Hardman	
Uncompahgre	Polypays	
740	1325	Rd.,		
Delta	81416	
970-901-5045	
UPFDelta@aol.com	
www.polypays4u.com	
	
David	&	Cindy	Napier	
Black	Sheep	Farm	Hudson	
24508	Hwy	52	
Hudson,		80642	
303-912-8701	
blacksheepfarmhudson@yahoo.com	
	
Daniel	Shapiro	
Shapiro	Family	Farms	
6420	Burrows	Rd.,		
Colorado	Springs	80908	
719-495-7340		
	
	
	
DELAWARE	
Bashar	Albarouki	
Albarouki		Farm	
665	Connell	Rd.	
Bear,	19701	
	
	
	
GEORGIA	
Dianne	Cox	
Down	South	Farm	
3106	Goodsby	Rd.	
Blythe		30805	
	
George	&	Julia	Lyons	
Lyons	Farm,	Inc.	
2732	Hwy	9	S	
Dawsonville		30534	
706-265-3328	
lyonsfarm@windstream.net	
	
	
IDAHO	
Robin	Wylie	
1425	S.	McDermott	Rd.	
Nampa,		83687	
208-250-6456	
robin@sweethillsfarm.com	
	
	

ILLINOIS	
John	Carlson	
JCC	Polypays	
13525	N.	1050	Rd.,		
MaComb	61455	
309-333-9798	
jccarlson@logonix.net	
http://jccpolypays.my.logonix.net	
	
Paul	Gibson	&	Family	
Gibson	Farms	
11016	E.	Utility	Rd.	
Stillman	Valley,	61084	
815-742-0262	
Hoffmann	&	Murphy	
1254	Gall	Rd.,		
Waterloo	62298	
618-939-7954	
cewe2@hotmail.com	
	
Bobby	&	Heidi	Hood	
Clear	Creek	Sheep	
1044	Buffalo-Mech	Rd,		
Dawson	62520	
217-836-4664	
clearcreekpolypay@hotmail.com	
www.clearcreekpolypays.com	
	
Chris	&	Anna	Kaeb	
CAK	Polypays	
639	N	1000	E	Rd,		
Buckley	60918	
815-457-2618	
cakfarm@localline2.com	
	
Mark,	Lindsey,	Logan,	Lane,	
&	Lauren	Meurer	
Big	Prairie	Polypays	
1869	Midway	Rd.,		
Ashton	61006	
815-973-5576			815-453-2257	
meurer66@gmail.com	
www.bigprairiepolypays.com		
	
Gordon	&	Anne	Sammons	
Sammons	Polypay	
17295	Hwy	82,		
Geneseo	61254	
309-944-3692	
sammons@theinter.com	
	
Linda	&	Randy	Wolf	
Wolfarm	Polypays	
22015	E	2300	Ave.	
St.	Elmo,	62458	
	
INDIANA	
Glen	&	Chris	Jones	
Hidden	Valley	Polypays	
4750	N	450	E,		
Rochester	46975	
574-204-3442	
glenjones1948@gmail.com	

Audrey	&	Morgan	Springer	
Lucky	Star	Farm	
5904	Leisure	Lane,		
Pittsboro	46167	
317-892-4068				
dspringer@indy.rr.com	
	
	
	
IOWA	
Kevin	&	Diane	Hermann	
Shady	Lawn	Polypays	
1850	S	Scott	Park	Rd,		
Eldridge	52748	
563-285-8926			563-320-2746	
shadylawn1@gmail.com	
	
Howard	Lindaman	
Sand	Prairie	Polypays	
2041	180th	St,		
Marshalltown	50158	
641-752-3490	
celindaman@aol.com	
	
Zach	Meinders	 	
Meinders	Stock	Farm	
3605	230th	Ave.	
Buffalo	Center		50424	
515-320-3835	
meinders2@hotmail.com	
	
Jerry	&	Mary	Sorensen	
West	Cyclone	Farm	
*Honorary	Member*	
1148	1100th	St,		
Harlan	51537	
712-755-7250			712-579-1511	
wclones@harlannet.com	
westcyclonefarm.homestead.com	
	
Mark	&	Brenda	Van	Roekel	
3891	390th	St.	
Orange	City,	51041	
712-737-8205	
mandbvr@gmail.com	
	
	
KANSAS	
Kathleen	Ewert,	President	
Notkwyta	Ranch,	Inc.	
20009	62nd	St,		
McLouth	66054	
913-796-6044	
kmewert@embarqmail.com	
www.notkwyta.com	
	
David	&	Barbara	Powers	
Power	Polypays	
11185	Elk	Rd,		
Thayer	66776	
620-839-5733	
b.rose-1@hotmail.com	
	
	

KENTUCKY	
Matt	&	Kelsey	Chadwick	
Chadwick	Sheep	Co.	
761	Kirksey	Almo	Rd.	
Murray,		42071	
270-227-8731	
matthew.chadwick@uky.edu	
	
University	of	Kentucky	
1171	Midway	Rd,	
	Versailles	40383	
859-559-7756	
endre.fink@uky.edu	
	
	
MICHIGAN	
Kendall	&	Vicki	Nash	
10751	Beecher	Rd.	
Pittsford		49271	
517-523-3179	
vknash@frontier.com	
	
Brett	&	Deb	Pharo	
Pharo	Polypay	
*Lifetime	Member*	
12266	Cherry	Av,		
Rapid	City	49676	
231-322-2017			231-564-1540	
brettpharo@gmail.com	
www.backacrefarmmi.com	
	
	
MINNESOTA		
Larry	Bremer	
Elm	Creek	Polypay	
1948	State	Hwy	15,		
Truman	56088	
507-236-4175	
elmcreekpolypay@yahoo.com	
www.elmcreekpolypay.com	
	
Chris	Fagerness	
Patriot	Polypay	
428	100th	Ave.	
Steen		56173	
507-855-2112	
cfagerness@hotmail.com	
	
Bryce	&	Bobbie	Freking	
Freking	Polypay	Genetics	
924	35th	St.	
Ceylon		56121	
605-310-0733	
freking	polypay@gmail.com	
	
Nicole	Jessen	&	Mark	Giese		
Shady	Lane	Farms	
2655	190th	St,		
Canby	56220	
507-829-8748				
nljessen87@gmail.com	
	
	



	
MINNESOTA		(cont)	
Danny	&	Lori	Krome	
Dakota	Krome	POA	&	
Polypays	
2116	150th	St,		
Fairmont	56031	
507-236-3174	
l.krome@netzero.net	
	
Tim	Larson	
4002	NE	69th	St.,		
Medford		55049	
507-213-1466	
tlarson@medford.klz.mn.us	
	
Holly	Neaton	
11549	Hwy	25	SW,		
Watertown	55388	
952-955-2596			952-240-2192	
hjneaton@gmail.com	
	
Jeremy	&	Renita	Refshaw	
Refshaw	Ranch	Polypays	
1339	290th	St,		
Waubun	56589	
218-473-2236			218-230-5383	
refshawranch@yahoo.com	
www.refshawranch.com	
	
Lila,	Dale,	Bobbi	&	Kirby	
Schmidt	
Grandview	Polypays	
2834	Co	Rd	5,		
Marshall	56258	
507-532-7564	
lilalamb@starpoint.net	
www.grandviewpolypay.com		
	
Andrew	&	Rochelle	Skwira	
Spitfire	Ranch	
13137	Cty	Rd.	17	
Holdingford,		56340	
320-333-6977	
spitfireranchzoo@gmail.com	
	
Steve	&	Janine	Spessard	
J&S	Polypays	
32706	Roberts	Ave,		
Worthington	56187	
507-372-5956	
jspolypays@frontiernet.net	
	
Jennifer	&	Jessica	Willegal	
Nordhill	Polypays	
31406	633	Ave,		
Gibbon	55355	
507-276-4908			507-834-6814	
strawberry103@hotmail.com	
	
	
	
MISSOURI	
Henke	Farms	
Rt.	3,	Box	253,		
Princeton	64673	
660-748-5742		660-748-4283	
amh55a@yahoo.com	
henkefarms@gmail.com	
	
	

NEBRASKA	
Charles	Reppert	
Reppert	Polypays	
1311	M	Ave.,		
Pender		68047	
402-385-2790	
creppertfarm@wildblue.net	
	
US	MARC	
US	Meat	Animal	Research	
Center	
PO	Box	166,	Spur	18D,		
Clay	Center	68933	
	
	
NORTH	CAROLINA	
Mary	Beth	Downs	
Brushy	Creek	Farms	
550	CL	Wagner	Rd.	
Lexington,		27295	
336-880-1849	
	
NORTH	DAKOTA	
Leonard	&	Carol	Page	
1702	7th	Ave	NW,		
Reeder	58649	
701-853-2489	
carol_page@live.com	
	
Christopher	&	Ronda	
Schauer	
Schauer	Sheep	Co.	
PO	Box	205,		
Hettinger	58639	
104	Hwy	12	West	
701-567-5374		701-567-3582	
chris_schauer@yahoo.com	
	
NEW	YORK	
David	&	Carla	Cummings	
Picasso	Sheep	Farm	
850	Wellman	Rd.	
Ashville,		14710	
716-397-3025	
dacummings56@hotmail.com	
	
OHIO	
John	Anderson	
Lambshire	Polypays	
10131	Munson	Rd,		
Shreve	44676	
330-749-9053	
info@lambshirepolypays.com	
www.lambshirepolypays.com	
	
Kayla	Flinn	&	Luke	Inbody	
L&K	Sheep	Co.	
6563	Twp	Rd	28,		
Jenera	45841		
419-306-2451	
flinn_13@hotmail.com	
	
Brandon	&Devon	Grosjean	
DB	Farms	
2589	Columbus	Rd,		
Wooster	44691	
330-347-6033	
tribefan2011@gmail.com	

Robert	Hastings	
535	Spring	St.	
Wooster,		44691	
330-264-9065	
annalbucher@gmail.com	
	
Don	&	Meta	Van	Nostran	
Will-O-Wood	Sheep	Farm	
2871	Ladd	Ridge	Rd.	
Athens,		45701	
740-856-2151	
wowlamb@gmail.com	
	
	
PENNSYLVANIA	
Jan	Motter	&	Ed	O’Shea	
Lane’s	End	Farm	
12211	W	Rt	973,		
Jersey	Shore	17740	
570-398-2078	
	
Robert	&	Barbara	Smith	
Serenity	Acres	
141	Green	Hill	Rd.,		
Barto		19504	
610-754-0801		610-683-4224	
rosmit@2rutztown.edu	
	
	
SOUTH	DAKOTA	
Doug	&	Rose	Marie	Hoiten	
44674	256th	St.,		
Montrose	57048	
605-769-0807		605-363-3211	
hoitens@goldenwest.net	
	
Vic	VanWell	
VanWell	Polypays	
1104		18th	St.	NE	
Watertown	57201	
605-881-6574	
vcvanwell@iw.net	
www.vanwellsheepfarm.com	
	
	
TENNESSEE	
LaDonna	Tanner	
1515	Brian	St,		
Lebanon	37087	
615-957-8812			615-444-3032	
rtanner@wilsoncoop.com	
	
LeAnna	Tanner	
1515	Brian	St,		
Lebanon	37087	
615-957-8812			615-444-3032	
rtanner@wilsoncoop.com	
	
	
	
	WASHINGTON	
Laura	Ray	
Shear	Vista	Polypays	
5254	Hattery	Owens,		
Deer	Park	99006	
509-276-9298			509-995-3256	
ljr2057@gmail.com	
	
	

Arthur	&	Jill	Swannack	
Feustel	Farms,	Inc.	
1201	Cree	Rd.	
Lamont,		99017	
509-257-2683	
dvm@feustelfarms.com	
	
	
WISCONSIN	
Robert	Allen	
W.	11456	McDonald	Dr.	
Merrimac,	53561	
608-754-4603	
aggienbob@yahoo.com	
	
Thomas	&	Sharon	Bartmer	
Bear	Valley	Farm	
19914	107th	St.,		
Bristol		53104	
847-372-8996	
tombartmer@hotmail.com	
www.bearvalleyfarm.net	
	
Rick,	Barb,	&	Kristine	
Gruwell	
Gru-Well	Farm	
N	2001	W	Harmon	Rd,		
Lodi	53555	
608-370-3572	
rgruwell@merr.com	
	
Donald	&	Mary	Hausser	
Hausser	Polypays	
S67	W38381	Hwy	ZZ,		
Eagle	53119	
262-495-2692	
d.mhausser@gmail.com	
	
Brandon	&	Michelle	
Knutson	
Diamond	K	Sheep	Co.	
8605	Kemmerer	Rd	
Clinton	53525	
608-732-4955	
diamond.clublambs@yahoo.com	
	
Eric	Larsen	
5720	Oak	Park	Rd.	
Marshall	53559	
608-655-4035	
jlcelloplayer76@gmail.com	
	
Warren	O’Brion	
Irish	Acres	
W	4050	Palmer	Rd	
Rio	53960	
920-992-3747	
irishacres@centurytel.net	
	
Dale	&	Janet	Patterson	
9587	State	Rd	133,		
Glen	Haven	53810	
608-994-2390	
jndfarms@tds.net	
	
University	of	Wisconsin	
W4857	Meek	Rd	
Arlington	53911	
608-846-5858			608-322-4914	
toddtaylor@wiscmail.wisc.edu	



Director Nominations
In this newsletter is a nomination form for the 

APSA Board of Directors.  Consider whether you 
might be willing to serve and help guide the future of 
the American Polypay Sheep Association, or if you 
know someone that you feel would serve well.  We 
need your input.

Candidates need to be nominated by three mem-
bers and the form returned by March 31 along with a 
short resume to Brett Pharo, 12266 Cherry Ave., Rapid 
City, MI  49676

2017 National Sale 
The 2017 American Polypay Sheep Association 

National Sale and Annual Memebership Meeting will 
be held at the Berrien County Youth Fairgrounds in 
Berrien Springs, MI on Friday, June 16th and Satur-
day, June 17th.  

Details of exact times are yet to be set, but we 
expect that sheep will be exhibited for sale order on 
Friday and the sale will be Saturday afternoon.  We 
expect the annual meeting and dinner will take place 
Friday evening. 

Auctioneering and sale management will be by 
Andy Korb.  

Berrien Springs is in the SW corner of Michigan.  
Southern Michigan is home to many commercial 
sheep flocks, with Polypay being a preferred breed.  
There are thousands of Polypay ewes who will need 
mates and thousands more commercial crossbred ewes  
within a few hours that could use your Polypay genet-
ics.

Start making plans now for the biggest Polypay 
event of the year.  Bring sheep and expectation of hav-
ing a great time of fellowship with your fellow breed-
ers.  Let’s make it a good one.

Other 2017 Sales of Interest
June 19-24  Midwest Stud Ram Sale, Sedalia, MO

July 28-29  Center of the Nation NSIP Sale, 
Spencer, IA

August 11-12  Eastern NSIP Sale, Wooster, OH

September 14-15?  Newell Ram Sale, Newell, SD

One of Howard Lindaman’s flock sires, Henke HF5048Y

Registrations
1464 sheep were newly registered with the APSA 

in 2016.  
The five states with the most registrations were 

MN - 285, WI - 245, NE -243, IL - 152, and OH - 126.  
MN, WI, and NE accounted for over half the registra-
tions, and the top five together accounted for almost 
72% of registrations.

The member with the most registrations was the 
US Meat Animal Research Station in Clay Center, NE 
with 234 registrations.

Financial Position
The APSA ended the calendar year 2016 in excel-

lent financial condition.  Though rising costs have seen 
other sheep organizations raise fees, we have been 
able to hold the fees for membership and registrations 
steady.  That may change at sometime in the future to 
meet rising operating costs, but for now we’ve avoid-
ed raising fees.

The association has the following assets:
Bank Balance   $23689.79
Accts Rec. from members  $    968.00
Total Assets   $24657.79
The association has the following liabilities:
Accts Pay. to Assoc. Registries $      75.80
Accts. Pay. to members  $    406.51
Director Credits   $  3077.00
Remaining Grant Funds  $  1077.31
Total Liabilities   $  4636.02
Net Worth   $20021.17



Let’s Grow
The APSA was able to secure a three year grant 

from the Let’s Grow Committee in 2016 to work on 
identifying genetic parasite resistance in Polypay 
sheep.  A second part of the grant project is to collect 
DNA samples for genomic research on animals backed 
by phenomic data through NSIP.  A basic reality in 
genomic research to identify trait-gene connections is 
the need for sufficient number of DNA samples from 
subjects that have sufficient trait data available to the 
researcher.

We should be thankful to the Let’s Grow Com-
mittee for their willingness to support the project, and 
also to Dr. Christopher Schauer for his work in writ-
ing the grant request.  I’ve heard there’s been much 
interest among sheep producers and researchers in our 
project.  I know that after hearing a presentation on 
our project, both Let’s Grow coordinator Alan Culham 
and committee member Susan Schultz indicated they 
were pleased they funded our project.

The grant is set up to pay each year for up to 1000 
quantitative fecal egg analysis on samples submitted, 
and to pay for blood cards for two blood samples for 
each ram with lambs being tested.  The hope was to 
have at least ten participants each year combining to 
submit at least 1000 samples each year.  So, how close 
did we come the first year?  We had 762 fecal samples 
done at LSU, submitted by 11 APSA members.  All 
eleven were NSIP members, so that data has been en-
tered, resulting in more animals with FEC EBVs and 
an increase in accuracy.

That’s not a bad first year.  We’ve got two more 
years available on this grant.  Hopefully, all those that 
participated the first year will do so again, but we have 
plenty of opportunity for more folks to participate.  
If you graze lambs, consider taking this opportunity 
to start a program that can benefit your flock, your 
customers, the Polypay breed, and the American sheep 
industry.  Participation is on a first come, first served 
basis for all APSA members.

To participate, or if you have questions, contact 
project coordinator Chris Schauer, (701-567-3582; 
chris_schauer@yahoo.com) or Jerry Sorensen (712-
755-7250; wclones@harlannet.com).

USSES Research Report, September 2016
Taken from the ASI website

Productivity of Rambouillet, 
Polypay, and Romanov-White 

Dorper x Rambouillet Ewes Mat-
ed to Terminal Sires in a Western 

Range Production System
U.S. Sheep Experiment Station

D.R. Notter, M.R. Mousel, K.A. Leymaster, 

G.S. Lewis, J.B. Tayler

Report Summary
Objective: Compare productivity of Rambouillet, 

Polypay, and Romanov-White Dorper x Rambouillet 
ewes mated to terminal sires in an Intermountain West 
rangeland production system.

Approach: Productivity of 212 Rambouillet, 
236 Polypay, and 231 Romanov-White Dorper x 
Rambouillet-crossbred ewes born in 2009, 2010, and 
2011 was evaluated through 4 lambings.  Beginning 
as lambs, study ewes were managed in a range-type 
production system, annually mated to terminal-sire 
type rams, and evaluated for multiple measures of ewe 
productivity.

Implication: Polypay and Romanov-White Dorper 
x Rambouillet ewes weaned a substantially greater 
weight and number of lambs than did Rambouillet 
ewes.  Romanov-White Dorper x Rambouillet ewes 
weaned a modestly greater weight and number of 
lambs than Polypay ewes.  The semi-prolific Polypay 
and Romanov-White Dorper x Rambouillet ewes 
benefitted from additive breed effects and hybrid vigor 
that favored better ewe lamb performance and greater 
numbers of lambs born per ewe lambing at all ewe 
ages.

The complete report can be accessed on the ASI 
website.



APSA Director Nomination Form

 We, the undersigned members of the American Polypay Sheep Association, 

nominate  ______________________________________________
to serve as a Director on the Board of Directors of the American Polypay Sheep Association.

Name ________________________________________

 Address___________________________________________________________________________________

Name ________________________________________

 Address___________________________________________________________________________________

Name ________________________________________

 Address___________________________________________________________________________________

Three separate voting active memberships must sign this form for it to be accepted as official.

I, _____________________________________________, desire to, and will, serve to the best of my ability on 
the Board of Directors of the American Polypay Sheep  Association, for a three-year term if elected.  Attached is 
my resume (not to exceed 200 words), which may be mailed to all APSA members so that they may judge as to 
my qualifications to serve on the Board of Directors of the APSA.

I certify that I am a breeder of purebred Polypay sheep registered with the American Polypay Sheep 
Association, and I pledge myself to support and obey the Articles of Incorporationa nnd Bylaws of this 
association, and the Breeder’s Guidelines as contained thereing, and to advance the production objectives 
of the Polypay breed.

Nominee’s Signature:_____________________________________________Date:_______________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________

Return completed nomination form and accompanying resume by March 31, 2017 to:

Brett Pharo, APSA President
12266 Cherry Ave.
Rapid City, MI  49676


